Ubiquitination - a bacterial effector's ticket to ride.
Ubiquitination has many important cellular functions, including regulation of plasma membrane endocytosis. In their recent article in Cell, Patel et al. (2009) show that the activity of the multifunctional Salmonella virulence protein SopB is controlled by ubiquitin-dependent delivery from the plasma membrane to the Salmonella-containing vacuole.